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Despatch—EKermadec Islands annexed to New Zealand.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 4th April, 1887.
THE following despatch, received from Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, is pub-

lished for general information.
P. A. BUCKLEY.

(New Zealand.—General.)
Downing Street, 20th January, 1887.
Srr,—With reference to your Despatch No. 65, of the 17th
July last, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith
Letters Patent passed under the Great Seal of the United
Kingdom for the annexation of certain islands known as the
Kermadec Group to the Colony of New Zealand.
1 have, &ec.,
H. T. HorraND.
Governor Sir W. F. D. Jervois, G.C.M.G., C.B., &e.

NEw ZeALAND.—(KERMADEC ISLANDS.)

Lerrers PATENT passed under the Great Seal of the United
Kingdom for the Annexation of certain Islands known
as the Kermadec Group to the Colony of New Zealand.

VicToRria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland Queen, Defender of
the Faith, Empress of India: To all whom these
presents shall come: Greeting.

WHEREAS it is expedient that certain islands belonging

to Us, situated in the South Pacific Ocean, between the

parallels of 29 degrees and 32 degrees south latitude and
the meridians of 177 degrees and 180 degrees west
longitude, and commonly known as the Kermadec Group,
should be annexed to and form part of our Colony of New

Zealand : And whereas the Legislative Council and House

of Representatives of our said colony have expressed their

desire for such annexation, and have passed the following
regolution : * We, your Majesty’s loyal subjects, the Mem-

bers of the Legislative Council (or House of Representatives)
of the Colony of New Zealand, in Parliament assembled, beg
to express our great satisfaction on learning that your
Majesty has been pleased to order that the British flag shall
be hoisted on the Kermadec Group of Islands; and we now
respectfully pray that your Majesty will be further pleased
to order that those islands be annexed to this colony:” Now
We do, by these our Letters Patent under the Great Seal of
our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, authorize
our Governor for the time being of our said Colony of New
Zealand, by Proclamation under his hand and the Public
Seal of the said Colony, to declare that, from and after a day
to be therein mentioned, the said islands shall be annexed to
and form part of our said colony.

IT. And We do hereby direct our said Governor not to issue-
any such Proclamation as aforesaid unless the Legislature
of our said Colony of New Zealand shall have passed a law
providing that the said islands shall, on the day aforesaid,
become part of our said colony, and subject to the laws in
force therein: Provided ~always that the application
of the said laws to the said islands may be modified
either by such Proclamation as aforesaid, or by any law or
laws to be from time to time passed by the Legislature of our
said colony for the government of the saidislands so annexed.

III. And We do hereby reserve to Ourselves, our heirs and
successors, full power and authority from time to time to
revoke, alter, or amend these our Letters Patent as to Us or
them shall seem meet.

IV. And We do further direct and enjoin that these our
Letters Patent shall be read and proclaimed at such place.
or places as our said Governor shall think fit within our said
Colony of New Zealand.

In witness whereof We have caused these our Letters
to be made patent. Witness Ourselves at Westminster, the
eighteenth day of January, in the fiftieth year of our Reign.

By Warrant under the Queen’s Sign-manual.

MuiR MACKENZIE.

'7By Authority : GEORGE DIDSBURY, Govt. Printer, Wellington.






